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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors, 

Chippenham  Borough  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st.  December,  1959. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959  require, 
inter  alia,  that  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st, 

December  in  each  year,  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  Local  Authority,  for  the  year  ending, 
on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  the  sanitary  administration  and 
the  vital  statistics  of  the  district,  containing  in  addition 
to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report,  such  information  as  from  time  to  time  be  required 
by  the  Minister. 

The  Minister  regards  these  reports  as  an  essential  and 
valuable  appraisal  of  the  state  of  the  public  health  and  they 
have  a wide  distribution,  i.e.  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  and  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

Much  of  the  content  of  the  report  must  of  necessity  be 
obtained  from  other  departments  of  the  Authority,  i.e.  from  Mr. 
Phillips,  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  from  Mr.  French,  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Mr.  Gale,  the  Housing  Manager. 

It  is  only  on  receipt  of  reports  from  these  officers  and 
the  vital  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General  that  the  required 
appraisal  and  report  can  be  made. 

The  Borough  was  free  from  the  more  serious  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  was  lower  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  considerably  less  than  thatbfor 
England  & Wales;  a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

No  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  occured  during  the  year. 

The  notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  received  from  the  Maternity 
Home  we re  all  occasioned  by  trivial  causes.  All  cases  of  Pyrexia 
are  investigated  and  the  fullest  use  is  made  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  to  this  end. 

Details  of  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  are  now  available 
and  will  be  found  in  later  pages;  this  immunisation  procedure 
appears  to  be  having  some  effect. 

It  is  most  important  however  that  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  should  not  be 
forgotten.  It  is  essential,  if  the  present  freedom  from  Diphtheri 
is  to  continue,  that  all  children  should  receive  a further 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  before  they  enter  school. 

Full  details  of  the  water  supply  to  the  Borough,  the 
means  of  Sewage  Disposal  and  Housing  Statistics,  will  be  found 
in  the  substance  of  this  report. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  particularly  drawn  to 
the  very  detailed  and  comprehensive  report  supplied  by  Mr. 

French,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.  BROOMHEAD 


. 


G-MERAL  . . S_T A T I S TJ,C S. . 3 

Area  ( in  acres)  .......  . 181+3 

F opula  t 1 on  « i • • * o . • • . • *»  • o • • * 1^^070 

Number  of  houses  (end  of  1959  according  to  the 

Rate  Book)  ..........  5?823 

Rateable  Value  .....  ......  .££31*058 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate (£sJiVa?e$) . .....  £950 


VITAL  T ATJ SJ I CS . 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS, MALE miALE. . J.QTAL 


Legitimate  123  11+8  .,271 

Illegitimate  7 4 3.1 

Total  _ _ JL^O 152 _282_ 

Crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough 17.5 

per  1000  of  the  population 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough 17.8 

per  1000  of  the  population 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  & Wales  ..........  16.5 

per  1000  of  the  population. 


Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area  are 
included  in  the  population  figure  shown  under  the  heading  ’'General 
Statistics".  To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  England  & Wales  as  a whole,  the  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
for  the  Borough  are  to  be  multiplied  by  a "comparability  Factor" 
given  by  the  Registrar;  General,,  The  above  statistics  have  been 
so  corrected;. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1959  shows  only  a minimal  increase 
as  compared  with  the  rate  for  1958  which  was  given  as  17«1  per 
1000  of  the  population. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Four  still  births  were  recorded  during  1959.  The  rate 
per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  is  13o(-  The 

comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1959  is  given  as  20.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

MALE FMALE TOTAL 

Legitimate  23  5 

Illegitimate  - - 

Totals-  '.z.v.v.y. ' i*  jcj 

Three  of  the  above  infants  died  during  the  first  week  of  life 
and  the  deaths  of  the  remaining  two  children were  recorded  during 
their  first  four  weeks  of  life* 

Rate  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ......  . .17*7 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  c ......  .22.0 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1958  was  25»8 


DEATHS 
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Deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  during  1959  were  as 
follows 


Males  Females Total. 

94  88  182  “ 

Death  Rate  for  the  Borough.  . . . . , 11.3  per  1000  of 

the  population. 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales  .....  11.6  per  1000  of 


the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1959  is  considerably  less  than  the 
rate  given  for  1958  which  was  14*5  per  1000  of  the  population. 
A ruling  made  hy  the  Registrar  General  has  the  effect  of 
excluding  from  the  statistics  under  this  heading,  deaths 
occuring  in  hospitals  for  tho  chronic  sick,  in  all  cases 
where  the  deceased  had  been  a patient  for  less  than  six 
months.  St.  Andrews  Hospital  and  Frogwell  Hospital  have  been 
designated  as  Hospitals  for  the  Chronic  Sick. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Male  s 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

— 

«• 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

— 

Who oping  Cough 

- 

- 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

— 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

7 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabete  s 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

13 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

16 

9 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

13 

28 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

9 

17 

Influenza 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

l 

W 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

13 

21 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

88 

182 

Almost  half  the  total  deaths  shown  above  were  due  to  Cancer, 
Heart  Disease  and  Coronary  D?  sease. 


. 

. 

■ 
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The  following  table  shows  the  infectious  diseases 


(other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  1955,  together  wit 
comparative  figures  for  previous  years  since  195 5- 

1955 

- 1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

DISEASE 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

13 

12 

4 

4 

11 

11 

31 

31 

Who oping  Cough 

28 

28 

9 

9 

23 

23 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Diphtheria 

— 

- 

447 

447 

Measles 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

301+ 

301+ 

2 

2 

27 

27 

599 

599 

(Paralytic) 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

*"■* 

( N on-Pa  r al  y t i c ) 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

trt 

1 

1 

8 

5 

34 

26 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

20 

20 

25 

25 

10 

10 

12 

12 

27 

27 

Smallpox 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Typhoid 

2 

2 

20 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

— 

2 

2 

b 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

— * 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS:- 

371  366 

63 

62 

498 

495 

121 

98 

472 

470 

ua"  = Numbers  originally  notified. 

,rbn  = Pinal  numbers  after  correction. 

COMMENTS  ON  ABOVE  TABLE . 

An  outbreak  of  Measles  occured  during  1959  with 
exacerbations  during  January,  February,  June  and  July. 

The  two  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  notified  were  not 
confirmed  following  investigation.  Both  patients  were  found  to 
have  a Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  infection  not  considered  to  be 
food-borne . 

The  following  notes  will  be  of  interest  concerning 
the  case  of  Para-Typhoid  listed  above.  On  the  25  Aug,  a telephone 
call  was  received  from  a Local  Practitioner  concerning  a 28  year 
old  male  with  clinical  signs  of  Tonsillitis.  The  patient* s 
movements  during  the  previous  16  days  however  included  a visit 
to  £,  relative  in  Ireland  who  apparently  had  now  been  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  Typhoid.  Immediate  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
patient  to  be  admitted  to  Frogwell  Hospital  for  a full  bacteriol- 
ogical and  seriological  investigation.  Family  contacts  were 
placed  under  surveillance  and  bacteriological  investigation. 

On  the  28  Aug,  a Laboratory  Report  received  on  a 
specimen  of  faeces  submitted  by  the  patient,  produced  B.  Para- 
typhoid on  culture,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bacteriologist,  the 
period  of  the  patient rs  infection  co-incided  with  his  admission 
to  Frogwell  Hospital. 

The  patient *s  immediate  family  contacts  were  found  to 
be  bacteriologically  negative. 

Enquiries  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, Dungarvan 
confirmed  that  the  patient's  brother-in-law  became  ill  on  the  13 
Aug  and  a faeces  specimen  taken  on  the  19  Aug  was  positive  Para.B. 
Apparently  infection  was  originally  passed  on  via  yet  a third 


. 
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Prevalance  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease  (Contd) • 

person  (a  next  door  neighbour  to  the  Irish  patient) 
who  was  confirmed  as  a case  of  Para  B on  the  6 Aug. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  which  commenced  in  1956 
appears  to  he  haying  some  effect  on  the  incidence  of  this 
disease * It  is  gratifying  that  not  a single  case  of  Polio- 
myelitis either  Paralytic  or  Non-Paralytic,  was  notified  during 

1959. 

All  the  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  shorn  in  the  table 
occured  at  G-reenways  Maternity  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Six  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  confirmed 
by  the  Chest  Physician  during  1959*  Two  patients,  previously 
notified  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  died  during 
the  year.  Details  of  age  and  sex  of  new  cases  and  mortality 
are  as  follows :- 


NEW  CASES 

MORTALITY 

RESP.  NON-RESP. 

RESP.  NON-RESP 

AGE  PERIODS. 

M „ F . M . Fo_ 

Mi.  N.  M,  P 

0 


1 

5 

15 

1 

25 

1 

35 

45 

l:. 

1 

55 

1 

1 

1 

65  upwards. 

1 

TOTALS:- 

2 1 

2 

2 

The  above  table  of  new  cases  occurring  during  the  year 
does  not,  of  course,  represent  the  total  number  of  tuberculous 
persons  living  in  the  Borough.  In  addition  to  the  new  cases 
notified  each  year,  a certain  proportion  of  tuberculous  persons 
either  move  into  the  town,  or  move  out.  According  to  the 
Register  of  Tuberculous  Persons,  the  following  notified  and 
confirmed  cases  we re  living  in  Chippenham  at  the  end  of  1959. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmona  ry 

38 

28 

66” 

N on-Pulmona  ry 

6 

23  . 

29 

Total  cases 

44 

J5.1 

__25_ 

It  is  understood  that  the  rate  per  1000  for  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  the  Borough,  is  given 
as  4.3.  The  rate  for  the  County  is  estimated  at  5.3  per 
1000  of  the  population. 

MASS  RADIOC-RAPKY . 

During  the  period  10th  November  to  17th.  November, 
a Mobile  X-Ray  Unit  operated  at  St.  Pauls  Large  Hall, 
Malmesbury  Road,,  with  the  following  results. 

Attendance  of  General  Public  : pearnles  796 

Males  «o.  ..,520 
TOTAL  1316 

Only  one  case  of  active  Tuberculosis  was  discovered 


HOUSING 


7 


During  the  year  a total  of  forty  four  applications  to 
the  Borough  Council  have  "been  reviewed  on  medical  grounds, 
with  the  following  results. 


Applications  withdrawn.  ...... 

p 

(11.36%) 

Applicants  rehoused  ....... 

10 

(22.73%) 

Still  awaiting  rehousing  ..... 

29 

(65.91%) 

TOTAL:- 

44 

(100%) 

In  addition  to  the  review  of  housing  applications  on 
medical  grounds  and  the  award  of  medical  points  under  the 
Council’s  Points  Scheme,  Applicants  found  to  he  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  or  other  grave  physical  disability,  are 
treated  as  high  medical  priority  cases,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  Council  earmarks  five  properties  out  of  every  one  hundred 
becoming  available  for  letting.  During  the  year,  three  such 
cases  were  investigated  and  rehoused  by  the  Council  Those  .have 
been  included  in  the  total  of  ten  shown  above  against  the 
heading  "Applicants  rehoused". 

The  following  detail  has  been  compiled  by  the  Council’s 
Housing  Manager. 

Summary  of  lettings  of  properties  for  the  ypar  ended  JELst. 
December,  1959 . 


HOUSES 


NEW  PROPERTIES 

Applicants  from  waiting  list  including 
ag3d  persons1  bungalows* 

Tenants  from  married  quarters 
Admiralty  employees 

EXISTING  PROPERTIES. 


22 

6 

54  82 


Applicants  from  ‘waiting  list  including 
aged  persons’  bungalows* 

Tenants  from  married  quarters 
Employees  No.  10  M.U.  Hullavington 

MARRIED  QUARTERS. 

Applicants  from  waiting  list 

Total  rehoused 


25 

4 

2 31 


18 

131__ 


NUMBER  OP  PROPERTIES  AT  31st.  DECEMBER*  1959* 


Houses 

Plats 

Aged  Persons ’ Bungalows 
Married  Quarters 


1395 

84 

75 


Total 

1224 

Garages  occupied 

191 

Applications  outstanding 

Year 

Year 

1952  ....  3 

1956.  * . 

. . 18 

1953  .....  6 

1957  . . 

. . 50 

1954 ...  .15 

1958  . . 

. ■ 82 

1955  O c „ a 13 

1959  . . 

. . 98  Total  285 

The  figure  285  does  not  take 

into  account  ■ 

applicants  awaiting 

. .. 


Housing  Act  ~ Slum  Clearance . 

The  Glum  Clearance  Proposals  approved  by  the  Minister 
in  January,  1956  estimated  the  number  of  unfit  houses  at  166, 
Y/hich  would,  it  was  thought,  take  eight  years  to  deal  with. 

The  five  year  programme  included  75  houses  in  Clearance 
Areas  and  44  houses  as  individual  Demolition  Orders  (including 
12  operative  Demolition  Orders),  a total  of  119 

The  table  "below  shows  progress  made  to  date:- 


Operative  Demolition  Orders  in  approved  proposals: 

4/5  Diver  Street 
Shrubbery  Cottage 
19  Lowden 
19  Gladstone  Road 
64/74  London  Road 

5,  Greenway  Lane  12 

Closing  Orders  : 

7 The  Folly 
24a  New  Road 

18  St.  Mary  Street  (part) 

27,28,29,  St.  Mary  Street  6 

Undertakings  accepted: 


33,  Foghamshire 
Folly  House 

18  St.  Mary  Street  (part) 

38  Factory  Lane 

39  Factory  Lane  5 

Demolition  Orders  made: 

6/12  River  Street  7 

18/19  " " 2 

23/22  " " 2 

b/l7  Gladstone  Road  12 

36,37,38  u " 3 

14  to  20  & 1j4-  London  Road  3 

22/23  The  Butts  2 

7,  Bay dons  Lane  1 

10/12  The  Butts  3 

2/3/U/S  Ladds  Lane  4 

57,  St.  Mary  Street  1 

6,  Pew  Hill  1 

Demolition  Orders  not  included 
in  programme 

42,43,44,  St.  Mary  Street  3 

4,  Wood  Lone  1 


70 


Houses  included  in  programme  upon 
action  has  not  yet  commenced: 

Y/hich 

12/25  Lmery  Lane 

14 

23/34  River  Street 

11 

16/46  & 52  Wood  Lane 

14 

37/87  " " 

26 

30/42  The  Butts 

11 

23/26,  30/41  St.  Mary  Street 

12 

3A4  F oghamshire 

12 

December  31st.  1959 


' 
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I am  grateful  to  Mr.  C.R.  Phillips,  Borough  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  detail  concerning  Water  Supplies,  Sewage  and 
Refuse  disposal. 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 

Present  Sources  - The  present  sources  used  "by  this  Council 
' for  water  supply  purposes  are  those  sited  at  Ivyfields  and 
Westmead  Waterworks.  At  Ivyfields,  water  is  obtained  from 
three  boreholes  approximately  150  to  180  feet  deep  and  at 
Westmead  from  one  borehole  187  feet  deep,  all  in  Oolitic 
Limestone. 

Yield  - The  total  yield  of  the  sources  mentioned  above 
is  set  at  a minimum  of  3, 000, 000  gallons  per  day.  When 
the  underground  storage  of  these  sources  is  full,  this 
yield  may  be  as  much  as  more  than  4,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

Treatment  - Chlorination  is  undertaken  with  a view  to 
obtaining  a residual  in  the  water  leaving  the  pumping 
stations  of  .4  parts  per  million  and  .2  parts  per  million 
at  the  consumers  point  of  delivery. 

Bulk  Sun nlies  - Bulk  supplies  are  given  to  the  under- 
mentioned adjacent  authorities  and  the  figures  quoted  are 
the  average  daily  supply  with  maximum  daily  supplies  during 

1959. 


Caine  & Chippenham  R.D.C. 
Trowbridge  & Melksham 
Water  Board 

Bradford  Melksham  & District 

R.D.C. 

Government  Departments 
at  Hawthorn. 

G-overnment  Temporary 
Pious  ing. 


Daily  Average 

718,000 

224.000 

140.000 

221,000 

252,000 


Maximum  Daily 
Average 

1,246,000 

320,000 

263,000 

299,000 

449,000 


Private  Supplies.  - Private  supplies  are  existing  at  the 
following  premises 

1.  Messrs.  iTesmilk  Ltd. 

2.  The  Wiltshire  Bacon  Co. Ltd., 

3.  The  Chippenham  Sanitary  Laundry  Co. Ltd., 

Nos  o 1 & 2 are  chlorinated  and  recent  samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  satisfactory „ 


Adequacy  of  Sources  - As  I have  already  advised  this  Council 
and  others  concerned,  additional  sources  of  supply  should 
be  obtained  to  augment  the  Council *s  existing  sources 
mentioned  above  which  I consider  to  be  inadequate  to  meet 
the  expected  demand  of  supply  even  before  1970  mentioned 
in  the  Ministry* s review  of  1947.  My  reports  of  Mar  55  and 
late  59  state  my  views  cleanly  and  are  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 

New  Works  under  construction  - As  envisaged  by  my  report 
of  1955,  progress  af  the  development  of  the  Waterworks  is 
being  made  and  the  latest  stages  of  which  are  the 
construction  of  1,000,000  Reservoir  at  Hardenhuish,  the 
deepening  of  No.  2 Borehole  at  Ivyfields  and  the  installation 
of  filters  and  pumping  plant  at  Ivyfields  Pumping  Station. 


■ 

. 


■ 


WATER  SUPPLIES  (Continued ) 
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Distribution  - The  distribution  system  within  the  Borough  has 
been  extended  by  schemes  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & 
Local  Government  to  meet  the  demands  of  new  development  areas, 
but  the  augmentation  of  this  distribution  system  by  mains  as 
mentioned  in  the  development  of  the  Waterworks  Scheme  report  of 
1955  is  still  to  be  undertaken. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS . 

(a)  Population  : .....  16,070. 

V.b)  Private  houses  owned  by  Service  Departments  Nil 

(c)  Total  houses  : 5*600 

(d)  Houses  supplied  with  water  by  Borough  Council  5*600 

(e)  Houses  supplied  with  water  by  other  Authorities  Nil 

(f)  Total  houses  supplied  with  water.  5*600 

(g)  Estimated  percentage  of  population  supplied  100% 

(h)  New  connections  made  during  year.  125  Private  houses 

80  Council  houses 
25  Business  premises 

(i)  The  water  is  not  plumb o solvent. 


Samples  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  have  been  taken 
at  regular  intervals  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
(Examination.  Although  samples  of  the  untreated  water  have  at 
times  demonstrated  the  presence  of  faecal  coli  pollution  in 
small  amounts,  all  samples  of  the  treated  water  at  the  point  of 
delivery  to  the  consumer,  have  been  satisfactory. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Two  Sewage  Disposal  Works  serve  the  Borough  of  Chippenha 
and  some  of  the  fringe  area  and  are  situated  at  Pattcrdown  and 
Wes  time  ad. 


No  new  schemes  were  completed  or  in  process  of 
completion  or  awaiting  Ministry  approval  to  go  to  tender  during 
the  year. 

Future  Plans  - The  Council  have  instructed  Consultant 
Engineers  - Messrs.  Harvey  McGill  & Hayes  to  prepare  a prelimary 
report  on  the  sewers  and  sev/age  disposal  facilities  of  the  town. 
The  report  of  the  consultants  is  awaited 

Disposal  of  Effluents  - The  effluents  of  both  sewage  disposal 
works  are  discharged  to  the  River  Avon.  Chemical  analyses 
recently  carried  out  by  the  River  Board  are  as  follows: 

Pattcrdown  Sewage  Works 

Appearance:  Very  pale  almost  clear  solution.  Fine  brown  .sediment 
earthy  smell. 

Reaction  : pH  7<*4 

Parts  per  million 


Ammonia  (as  N) 

Free  5*6 

Albuminoid  1.3 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides)  65*5 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  108 


. 


. 


. 


. •*  ' 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (Continued)  . 
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Chemical  analysis  of  a sample  of  effluent  from  Patterdown 
Sewage  Works  (continued) . 


Oxygen  absorbed  ( 4 hrs) 

Nitrite 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrite  & Nitrate 

Dissolved  Solids 
Suspended  Solids 

Total : 

Dissolved  Oxygen  Absorbed  after  5 days'  incubation  (B.O.D.) 
''Impurity"  figure  - 12. 

Chippenham  Westmead  Sewage  Works  (sample  of  Composite  Pinal 

Effluent) 

Appearance:  Yellowbrownish,  turbid.  Slight  sewage  smell. 

Reaction:  pH  7*6. 


Ammonia  (as  N) 

Free 

Albuminoid 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  ( 4 hrs) 

Nitrate 
Nitrite 

Dissolved  Solids 
Suspended  Solids 

Total : 

Dissolved  Oxygen  Absorbed  after  5 days’  incubation  (B.O.D.)  62 
"Impurity"  figure  - 41. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL . 

Refuse  collection  in  the  Borough  continues  to  be  carried 
out  by  two  covered  vehicles.  The  collection  of  house  refuse 
and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  weekly  and  additional  collections 
are  made  from  premises  such  as  cafes,  food  shops  etc.,  where 
food  is  being  handled.  This  work  is  under  continuous  review 
to  re-route  collection  to  deal  with  new  houses  erected  in  the 
Borough . 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  two  sites, 
namely,  The  Cuttings,  Bath  Road  and  the  disused  River  Channel 
at  Westmead.  The  latter  site  is  used  for  summer  tipping  and 
the  former  during  the  winter  months.  At  both  tips  the  handling 
and  covering  of  refuse  is  done  mechanically  and  is  proving 
satisfactory. 

Full  use  is  made  of  insecticides  in  refuse  collection  and 
as  tip  dressing  and  the  eradication  of  rats  is  frequently  done 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  dustbins  used  by 
householders  and  notices  are  served  on  those  found  to  be  unsuit- 
able. This  method  has  proved  satisfactory  and  the  Council 
makes  available  dustbins  at  cost  price  to  householders  in  the 
town. 


>er  Million. 


(Very  strong  reaction) 


Parts  per  million. 

10.6 

Very  strong  reaction 

14 

720 

28 

748 


The_ JN:,t ional  AssjL stance^  Actj.  JL9j-$  ^ 

Sj£c  / Tj/.,  Rj3mqval  ;tq  suitable  jpjgemi  sjs  s.  ,of  persons  JLn  .need 
of  care  and  attention. 


Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  affect  a compulsory  removal  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  Where ever  possible , every 
assistance  is  given  to  permit  old  people  to  remain  in  their 
own  homes  for  as  long  as  ever  possible.  In  this  respect,  the 
County  Welfare  Officer,  County  Home  Help  Service  and  the 
Chippenham  Old  Peoples  Committee  have  rendered  valuable  aid. 


PIPHTI T EMAJUfD  WHOOPI NC^.^QUGH.  IjvaHmSATMT. 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisation 
during  1959. 

Under  lyear  Ages  1 - 4 g/rs  Ages  J?~14.JZrs 

'W'  59  ■*"  "22“ 


TOTAL:-  ,5,48 

Total  immunised  chjild,  pppulat_ipn  _as_  _at.  Jjl.  12^$ 


Under  1 .year 

TGT 


A£Lcs  l-.-il  JTS 

77^ 

TOTAL.:,-  , , 325J9 


Ages  5^14:  yns 
23*68 


VACCINATION. 

The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1959. 

Under  1 yr.  Ages  1~4  jyrs  Ages  J?~JL4  yrs 

~ 250*~  '*  * 13  ~ ~*9~~ 

Aye  s 15.  or  over  TOTAL  282 

10“™ 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a further  68  children  were 
revaccinated  during  1959. 

mmi^Tijc^ 


Childjr e,n be irn  during  years.  .19.43~19.59 
800  (2065) 

Young  Persons  .bom.  in  _the,  years,  1933/19-4.2. 
581  (65) 


Expectant  Mjqthers 


139(175) 


Gungr a_l  P r a.c  ti  t i on e.r s. 
ancf  thei_r  families. 

2 (3) 


Ambulance  Staff  .arid, _thqir  ^families 
Nil  (8) 


Dentists  . .anc1.  their  families 
1 (nil) 


Hospital  s,ta_ff  and.  their  families. 
Nil  (1). 


The  above  statistics  refer  to  completed  second 
immunisation  given  during  1959.  The  figures  shown  in  brackets 
refer  to  cases  where  the  third  injection  has  been  given  during 
1959. 


' 
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REPORT 


of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


TO:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members 

of  the  Chippenham  Town  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  a Report  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  my  Department  during  the  year  1959* 


The 

Regulations 


tables  and  particulars  conform  to  the  Ministry’s 
and  Requirements. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  F.  FRENCH. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  DISTRICT. 
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690  Inspections  were  made  of  339  premises  in  connection  with 
Housing  and  Nuisances,  and  as  a result,  82  notices  were  served 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  housing  repairs. 

4 Statutory  Notices  were  served.  One  was  complied  with.  The 
other  three  hod  not  expired  when  the  year  closed. 


Most  of  this  work  is  of  a routine  nature,  but  nevertheless 
is  important  work.  It  is  unspectacular,  and  is  probably  performed 
without  the  knowledge  of  most  ratepayers. 

Sewerage . 

T wo  houses  in  London  Road  which  hod  been  draining  to  a 
septic  tank  were  connected  up  to  a new  sev/er  which  became 
available  as  a result  of  the  development  of  a new  private 
housing  estate. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 • 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year . 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  - J(~> 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  --  125 


Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year . 


(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  23 


(ii)  Housing  Acts 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
hat i ta tion 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation 


213 


3 

68 


Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action. 


Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  Action  5 0 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  & Housing  Acts ) . 
(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9j 10 , & l6  of  Housing  Act 


1956 

and  Sections  9,  10,  12  Housing  Act 

1987. 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

NONE 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit 
service  of  formal  notices 

after 

(a)  by  Owners 

NONE 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 

' NONE 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of 
which  formal  notices  were  served 

4 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1959  (Continued ) 
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(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  defaultof 

owners  NONE 

( c ) Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  Housing  Act  193& 


and  Sections  1&  & 23  Housing  Act  1957 • 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  NONE 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result 

of  Demolition  Orders  If 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  NONE 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  NONE 

(v)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  NONE 


( d ) Proceedings  under  Sections  2b  & 2 6 Housing  Act  193& 

and  Sections  42  & if  if  Housing  Act  19  57  * 


(i) 

Number 

Orders 

of  houses 
were  made 

under  which 

Demolition 

NONE 

(ii) 

Number  of  houses  demolished 
of  Demolition  Orders 

in  pursuance 

NONE 

( e ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act  193&  and 

Section  lo  Housing  Act  1957 • 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  NONE 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  cancelled  as  result  of  premises  having 
been  made  fit  NONE 

Housing  Acts, 193b.  and  1937>  Parts  IV  - Overcrowding. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  area  in  that  overcrowding  does 
not  cause  us  serious  concern.  Two  cases  only  were  found  in 
Council  houses.  One  had  been  relieved  by  the  allocation  of 
better  accommodation  before  the  year  closed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Government  will  be  asking 
Local  Authorities  to  carry  out  a survey  within  the  next  year 
or  two,  similar  to  the  one  undertaken  in  193^  as  there  is  litte 
information  available  at  the  present  time  as  to  the  extent  of 
overcrowding  in  the  country. 

6 . Rents  Act  1957 • 

Two  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  under  this 
Act,  and  one  subsequently  revoked  on  completion  of  the  v/orks 
specified  in  the  Certificate. 


. 


, 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


The  following  sites  were  used  during  the  year:- 


Fogharnshire  3 

Bath  Road  1 

Saltersford  2 

Derriads  Lane  3 

Hardenhuish  Lane  1 
Wood  Lane  2 

Sheldon  Road  2 

Councils  Sites  : 

Greenway  Lane  A 

Bath  Road  8 


All  the  above  caravans  are  used  as  dwelling-houses. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  these  sites,  which 
generally  speaking,  are  well  maintained. 

Sir  Arton  Wilson  has  recently  completed  an  investigation 
into  the  problems  which  arise  in  connection  with  caravans  used 
os  residential  accommodation.  In  the  light  of  his  report,  the 
Government  will  consider  what  amending  legislation  is  required. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  is  convinced,  after 
taking  the  views  of  all  the  local  authority  associations  and 
other  interests  concerned,  that  residential  caravans  are  here 
to  stay  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

At  present,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  a local  authority 
is  restricted  to  a limited  range  of  matters  in  considering 
applications  for  licences.  They  cannot,  strictly  speaking,  even 
consider  specifically  the  need  for  arrangements  to  safeguard 
caravans  on  the  site  against  the  spread  of  fire.  In  view  of 
recent  fire  incidents  I think  this  is  a must  in  any  forthcoming 
legislation.  It  may  be  considered  necessary,  even,  to  insist  that 
vans  be  constructed  of  fire  resisting  materials. 

FACTORIES  ACT  19 M . 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 



Number 

of 

Inspns . 

j Written 

Occupiers 

PREMISES 

| Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 

Secs.  1,2, 3, A,  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

“ 

Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  ~f  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

66 

l 

31 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out- 
Workers'  premises) 

j 

1 

1 

1 

j 

i 

i 

j 

j 

“ 

* 

1 

1 

| 

4. 


FACTORIES  ACT  19 37  (continued ) 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  esses  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

('  Remedied 

To  HM 
Inspr . 

By  HM 
Inspr. 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Particulars 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(SI) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

(S3) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Vent.  (Si+) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (s6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
def ec  tive 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 

i 

relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

"I 

TOTAL 

3 1 

1 

3 

_ 

! 

i 

Twenty  six  observations  were  made  and  informal  action  taken 
regarding  the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  chimneys  of  industrial 
premises . 

Application  was  received  from  a local  firm  for  approval 
under  Sections  3 and  6 of  the  Clean  Air  Act  195^  to  s scheme  for 
the  erection  of  two  cupolas  of  the  cold  blast  type,  fitted  with 
wet  type  spark  and  dust  arrestors  to  replace  the  existing  three 
of  the  same  type.  The  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineer  who  advised  approval. 

One  cupola  was  installed  during  the  annual  shut-down  in  July. 
The  second  will  be  operating  early  in  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  thirteen  homes  and  one 
hospital  (six  times)  after  infectious  diseases.  Bedding  and  similar 
articles  are  treated  by  steam  or  destroyed  when  this  is  considered 
necessary.  No  charge  is  made  for  fumigation  or  steam  disinfection 
when  this  is  done  because  of  infectious  disease. 

4-8  visits  of  inquiry  v/ere  made  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Disease  s . 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1937 . 

The  Council  accepted  delegation  from  the  County  Council  of 
this  Order  under  which  all  waste  fool  fed  to  animals  and  poultry 
must  be  boiled  for  at  least  one  hour  in  approved  and  licensed 
equipment.  There  are  fourteen  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough  and 
these  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  in  connection  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  Order.  Reasonable  precautions  are  taken  to 
prevent  nuisances  arising. 


' 
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ERADICATION  OF  YE  MIN. 


Some  verminous  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  use  of 
D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  Insecticides. 

An  infestation  of  an  unusual  character  occurred  in  July  on 
the  Council’s  housing  estate  at  Long  Close,  London  Road.  People 
using  the  public  footpaths  and  open  spaces,  found  themselves 
to  be  hosts  to  insects  in  fairly  large  numbers. 


An  entomologist  identified  the  insects  as  Pulex  irritans  - 
human  fleas  - and  recommended  the  spraying  of  the  whole  site  with 
malathion,  one  of  the  new  residual  insecticides.  This  was  done 
over  a period  of  four  days  at  a cost  of  £125,  and  proved  to  be 
very  effective. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 . 

Three  licences  were  issued  to  keep  pet  shops.  These 
premises  are  inspected,  although  the  only  pets  sold  are  cage- 
birds,  gold-fish  and  tortoises. 


RODENT  CONTROL . 

The  methods  used  have,  on  the  whole,  become  standardised 
throughout  the  country,  and  ere  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenious  Oxide,  Warfarin, 
A.N.T.U.  and  Red  Squill. 

The  sewers,  brooks  and  sewage  outfall  works  are  now  treated 
as  a routine  measure  twice  yearly,  the  refuse  tips  are  closely 
watched  and  treated  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 
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The  following  details  ore  in  the  form  required  by.tfte 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  end  Fisheries. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agri cultural 

Local 

Authy. 

Dwelling 
Houses 
( incl. 
Cncl.Hses.) 

All  Other 
( incl. 
business 
premises . 

Total 
of  Cols. 
1,  2,  & 

Agri- 

cul- 

tural. 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  L.A's  Dist. (Notes 

15 

5112 

801 

5328 

4- 

1 and  2). 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of:- 
(a^  Notification 

7 

30 

23 

60 

2 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  Act 

28 

4-3 



(c)  Otherwise 

8 

239 

77 

32^ 

— 

3.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  - 

4-3 

374- 

201 

618 

6 

including  re- 
inspec  tions . 

4-*  Number  of  properties 
inspected(in  Sec. 2) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by:- 
(a)  Rats  - Major 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Minor 

5 

37 

27 

69 

1 

(b)  Mice  - Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

l 

4- 

2 

7 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec. 

4)  treated  by  L.A. 

7 

4-8 

31 

86 

1 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  incl. 
re-treatments 

14 

4-8 

37 

99 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Both  Bacon  Factories  continued  to  maintain  the  heavy 
slaughtering  of  the  last  few  years.  The  Wiltshire  Bacon  Company, 
during  the  year,  slaughtered  some  54-910  pigs  on  their  premises. 
Messrs.  Spear  Bros.  & Clark  killed  57^1* 

A system  of  detention  is  operated  at  the  Bacon  Factory 
slaughterhouses.  Factory  operatives,  instructed  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  examine  the  pigs  during  the  course  of  slaughter, 
incising  the  head  and  offal  glands.  Animals  which  show  any  disease 
or  abnormalities  in  carcase  or  organs  are  detained  and  brought  to 
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the  attention  of  the  meat  inspector  while  he  is  engaged  on 
routine  meat  jnspection.  This  system  of  detention  is  the  best 
that  can  be  adopted  under  the  circumstances,  obviates  a full- 
time meat  inspector  and  is  w orking  well  in  practice.  All  offals 
are  inspected  by  Local  Authority  Officers  before  leaving  the 
factories . 

On  the  1st  January  1959  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958*  snd  the  Slaughter  of  Animals ( Prevention  of 
Cruelty) Regulations  1958  came  into  operation. 

These  Regulations  were  designed  to  secure  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  in  connection  with  the 
construction  and  operation  of  slaughterhouses  and  the  handling 
of  meat  therein.  They  impose  upon  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses 
requirements  as  to  the  layout,  drainage,  equipment,  maintenance, 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  lighting,  water  supply,  management  and 
personal  hygiene,  and  provides  for  safeguards  against  the  inflic- 
tion of  unnecessary  suffering. 

An  early  opportunity  was  taken  .to  make  very  careful 
inspections  of  the  slaughterhouses  at  the  two  bacon  factories 
and  the  butchers’  slaughterhouse,  to  decide  whether  they  could 
or  could  not  be  made  to  comply  with  the  new  standards. 

As  a result  of  the  reports  submitted  and  the  discussions 
which  subsequently  took  place,  considerable  works  have  been 
carried  out  in  the  bacon  factory  at  Foundry  Lane,  and  the 
slaughterhouse  in  River  Street. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  small  bacon  factory  in  River 
Street  will  close  down. 


The  following  is  a short  summary  of  the  works  necessary 
and  being  carried  out  when  the  year  closed :- 

Royal  Wilts  Bacon  Factory  - (Messrs.  Wiltshire  Bacon  Co.  Ltd. , ) 


Few  lighting  to  the  new  minimum  standards. 

Provision  of  accommodation  for  deferred  decision  meat, 
rejected  meat  and  separate  loirage  fo.r  suspect  animals. 

The  application  of  white  tiles  to  all  interior  walls, 
and  the  reconstruction  of  the  ceiling  of  the  cooling  hall 
with  insulating  materials  to  minimise  condensation  and 
mould  development. 

Improvement  of  the  hot  water  supply  to  the  guttery. 

The  provision  of  better  facilities  for  the  sterilisation 
of  equipment. 


Garbage  and  blood  receptacles  to  be  provided  and  covered 
with  closely  fitting  covers. 

River  Street  Slaughterhouse  - (Mr.  T. C ar tr ight . ) 

This  slaughterhouse  is  supplying  freshly-killed  mea  t to  a 
number  of  the  local  butchers.  In  order  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations,  it  has  been  necessary  to  reconstruct  the  premises. 

The  lessee  purchased  the  premises,  gave  instructions  for  plans 
to  be  prepared  by  a firm  of  abbattoir  consultants, and  work 
commenced  in  November. 
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The  scheme  included  the  following  works 


The  installation  of  a stunning  pen. 

The  provision  of  refrigerated  accommodation  and  a 
well  ventilated  cooling  hall  separate  to  the  slaughberhall. 

Provision  of  accommodation  for  deferred  decision  meat, 
rejected  meat,  and  lairage  accommodation  for  susnect 
animals . 

Separate  guttery  and  storage  accommodation  for  hides 
and  skins. 


Accommodation  for  personnel,  including  washing 
facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation. 


Artificial  lighting  system  to  the  standards  laid  down. 


All  wall  surfaces  faced  with  smooth,  hard,  impervious 
material  to  a height  of  J'O"  from  the  floor. 


Replacement  of  wooden  equipment  with  metal  or  other 
durable  material  resistant  to  corrosion. 

The  existing  drainage  system  is  in  good  order  and  is 
connected  to  a screening  chamber  before  discharging  to 
the  Council's  sewer. 


It  is  anticipated  that  the  slaughtering  will  re-commence 
early  in  March  19&0 , 

One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  in  this 
Slaughterhouse . 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  to  193^-  “ 23  persons  were 
licensed  to  slaughter  animals  within  the  Eorough. 


. 


. 


* 


' 

■ 

. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  1959 . 


■ Cattle 
| excluding 
| cows . 

i 

j Cows. 

1 

Calves . 

Sh^ep 

Lambs . 

! | 

Pigs. 

| i 

! 

J 

j 

1 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

68l 

1A 

29 

19^8 

61/4.07 

All  diseases  except 

1 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cys ticerci . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

2 

3 

I/O 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

97 

A 

2 

82 

1 

3708 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and 
cys  ticerc i 

1/f.  2$ 

35.7% 

13.7% 

if.  3% 

• 

6.31% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

- 

1910 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

j.ik% 

Cys ticercosis . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

10 

1 

- 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

10 

1 

- 

_ i 

t 

1 

j 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

! 

1 - ■ - 



j 

- 

j 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  food  animals  continues  to 
decline . 

Of  695  bullocks  and  heifers  examined  during  the  year  no  organ 
or  part  carcase  was  condemned  for  tuberculosis . 

Of  61/4.07  pigs  examined,  1932  were  found  to  have  some  degree  of 
tuberculosis  - ^.11+%.  The  incidence  of  other  diseases,  too,  showed 
a decline.  Only  3708  - 6.31%  had  any  other  disease  meriting  partial 
condemnation. 


• ' . ; . 


i 
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MEAT  CONDEMNED  (HOME  KILLED)  DURING  1959 . 


BOVINE 

1 Carcase 
6 Heads 

6 if  Livers 
4-1  Part  Livers 
Offal 

PICS 

192  Carcases 
1298  Heads 
13  Livers 
Mes/Plucks 
Other  Offal 
Meat 

SHEEP 

3 Carcases 
if  Heads 
if  2 Livers 
Meat 
Offal 

CALVES 

2 Carcases 
1 Head 
Meat 

Offal 


TOTAL 


T. 

C. 

Qrs . 

Lbs 

3 

1 

6 

l 

2 

2 4- 

6 

3 

6 

l 

1 

17 

1 

5 

7 

4- 

2 

14- 

6 

10 

- 

21 

1 

7 

22 

7 

3 

H 

18 

19 

1 

24- 

1 

2 

2 

8 

3 

- 

3 

1 

12 

2 

lI 

22 

4- 

37 

19 

3 

19 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS . 

Routine  examination  of  beef  carcases  and  organs  is  carried 
out  to  detect  the  parasite  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Pood.  Cysticercus  Bovis  is  the  cystic  stage  of 
taenia  saginata,  the  tapevrorm  of  man.  During  the  year  eleven 
cases  were  found,  the  cysts  being  located  in  the  head  in  five 
cases  and  in  the  heart  in  six  cases.  Of  the  cysts  found  five 
were  viable  and  six  degenerated.  Where  infestation  is  localised, 
the  part  of  the  carcase  or  the  organ  affected  is  rejected  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption;  the  remainder  of  the  cgrcase  is  placed  in 
cold  storage  at  a temperature  not  exceeding  20  P for  a period  of 
three  weeks,  and  then  released  for  human  consumption.  Failing 
refrigeration,  the  entire  carcase  and  offal  is  rejected. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food . 

All  carcases  and  offals  found  at  the  Bacon  Factories  and 
Slaughterhouses  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  mutilated 
and  dyed  prior  to  disposal.  Tinned  and  other  packaged  foodstuffs 
are  collected  end  disposed  of  on  Council’s  Refuse  Tip. 


MISCELLANEOUS  GOODS. 

127 

lbs  Bacon 

359 

Tins  Fruit 

213 

lbs  Cooked  Ham 

12 

Tins  Coffee 

i!77 

lbs  Tinned  Meats 

29 

Tins  Milk 

60 

Tins  Vegetables 

10 

lbs  Cake 

16 

Tins  Pish 

16 

bottles  Mayonaise 

57 

Tins  Soup 

4- 

packets  Cereals 

• • 


POOD  PREMISES. 
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Inspections  made  to  supervise  the  preparation,  handling 
or  storage  of  food  in  shops,  restaurants,  bakehouses,  markets 
and  factory  canteens  totalled  jQG. 

42  Notices  were  served  for  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygitne  Regulations.  Many  of  these,  as  will  be  seen,  have 
required  the  provision  or  replacement  of  the  necessary  equip- 
ment. Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  instruct  personnel  on  the 
frequent  and  intelligent  use  of  this  equipment  and  the  principles 
of  hygiene. 

The  following  list  shows  the  matters  with  which  these  Notices 
were  concerned 


Wash-hand  basins,  with  hot  and  cold  water 
Sinks,  with  hot  and  cold  water 
Hot  water  apparatus 

Locker  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing 

Defective  walls,  floors,  ceilings  and  woodwork 

Impervious  surfaces  to  counters  and  tables 

First  Aid  Kits,  provision  of 

Dirty  Equipment 

Refuse  Bins,  provision  of 

Vehicles 

Handwashing  notices 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  now  been  in  operation  for 
some  four  years,  and  traders  generally  are  co-operating  willingly 
in  meeting  the  problems  that  have  to  be  tackled.  Most  tradesmen 
recognise  Food  Hygiene  as  good  business.  One  can  see  many  improve- 
ments in  methods  of  preparation  and  display. 

The  public  can  help,  too,  by  refraining  from  dealing  with 
shops  and  establishments  where  the  requirements  of  the  regulations 
are  not  always  carried  out.  More  important  still,  is  that  the 
public  should  tell  proprietors  why  they  ore  discontinuing  their 
custom. 

Constant  supervision  is  exercised  over  the  stalls  retailing 
foodstuffs  in  the  weekly  market. 

Additional  steel  litter  baskets  were  provided  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fried  fish  shops  and  milk  vending  machines  in  the  effort  to 
keep  the  streets  tidy. 


In  November  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  issued  to  local  authorities  the 
two  first  food  hygiene  codes  of  practice  provided  for  in  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  The  first  code  deals  with  "Hygiene  in 
the  retail  meat  trade",  while  the  second  deals  with  the  "Hygienic 
transport  and  handling  of  meat". 

The  preamble  to  both  codes  makes  it  clear  that  they  have  no 
statutory  force,  but  the  codes  serve  a very  useful  purpose.  In 
fact,  in  order  to  supplement  the  visits  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  it  was  decided  to  purchase  sufficient  copies  of  the 
booklets  for  distribution  among  the  town's  butchers. 


Number  of  food  premises,  by 

' type 

of  business 

General  Grocery  etc. 

42 

Butchers 

17 

Hotels,  Cafes,  Restaurants 

13 

Licensed  Premises 

27 

Bakers,  Confectioners 

8 

Sweets 

10 

Fish  Fryers 

5 

Fishmongers 

5 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

10 

Dairies 

5 

Bacon  Factories 

2 
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Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 
Section  l6  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955’“ 


Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages, 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 


food  21 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (only 

one  manufactured  during  the  year)  if 

Sale  of  ice-cream  if 9 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES . 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  9 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  11 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors 
with  premises  outside  the  Borough  1 12 

Number  of  f T . T . T Dealers’  Licences  7 

Number  of  T T . T . T Supplementary 
Dealer's  Licences  1 

Number  of  Pasteurised  Dealers’ 

Licences  9 


Number  of  Pasteurised  Supplementary 
Dealers'  Licences  1 

Number  of  Pasteurisation  Plants  2 

Number  of  'T.T. ’ samples  examined 
(Methylene  Blue) 

Number  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year  12 


Of  the  5^  samples  of  T.T.  milks  taken,  2 failed  the  standard 
required  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
19if 9/1950.  Failures  are  notified  to  the  County  Milk  Regulations 
Officer  in  order  that  investigations  can  be  made  on  the  producers’ 
premises  by  the  Milk  Production  Advisory  Officers. 

As  a check  on  the  efficiency  of  milk  bottle  cleansing  7 sets 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were 
satisf ac  tory . 

Difficulty  is  often  experienced  at  the  bottle  washing  plants 
due  to  the  filthy  condition  of  many  bottles  when  returned.  Being 
a handy  measure  the  pint  milk  bottles  have  been  used  to  hold 
photographic  developer,  turpentine,  paraffin  and  varnish. 
Householders  ore  advised  to  rinse  milk  bottles  directly  they  are 
emptied,  not  to  use  them  for  any  other  purposes,  and  to  return  them 
to  the  distributors  promptly. 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  trends  in  automatic  vending  is  the 
new  popularity  of  refrigerated  milk.  Two  of  these  machines  were 
installed  in  the  town  in  May.  These  dispense  cartons  which  are 
filled  and  hygienically  sealed  in  the  dairy.  The  machines  are 
cleansed  and  replenished  daily,  and  appear  to  be  serving  a very 
useful  purpose.  Regular  samples  are  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  Borough  is,  of  course,  in  a Specified  Area.  All  milk 
now  sold  by  retail  must  be  "specially  Designated"  milk,  (that  is 
pasteurised,  sterilised,  or  tuberculin  tested  milk). 


ICE-CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 


manufacture  and  sale  (only  one 

manufactured  during  the  year)  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  for 

sale  only  A9 

Premises  from  which  ice-cream  is 

sold  but  exempt  from  registration  5 

Inspection  of  premises  51 

Number  of  samples  85 


Of  the  85  samples  taken,  8l  were  satisfactory  and  placed  in 
Provisional  Grades  1 and  2. 

The  four  samples  which  failed  were  taken  from  a local 
manufacturer,  v/ho  opened  new  premises  in  June.  These  were  hiu 
"teething"  troubles. 

As  is  so  well-known,  the  gradings  are  provisional  only,  and 
no  bacteriological  standards  have  yet  been  prescribed.  The 
Ministry  are  being  pressed  in  some  quarters  to  strengthen  the 
Regulations  by  fixing  a standard  which  could  be  enforced. 
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